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Applauded for her authenticity, charisma, and tireless commitment to women’s advancement and 
development, Patti Phillips is a well-known keynote speaker on topics such as leadership, teamwork, and 
culture. In 2014, she presented a Ted Talk on the topic of potential. 

Phillips has served as the CEO of Women Leaders in College Sports (formerly known as NACWAA) since 2010. 
Under Phillips’ direction, Women Leaders established the Advancement Initiative, which provides a road map, 
resources, and coaching for women whose goal is to advance into athletic director and commissioner roles, 
among other leadership positions. Thanks to these and other efforts, Phillips received the NCAA’s Champion 
of Diversity Award in 2015. Phillips is currently serving as President of the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame 
Board of Directors. 

Patti Phillips 
Chief Executive Officer
Women Leaders in College Sports 

Anucha Browne was selected as the NCAA’s vice president of women’s basketball championships in August 
2012 to set the strategic direction for, and oversee the operation and management of, the Division I, II and III 
women’s basketball championships. She serves as the primary liaison to the women’s basketball 
committees and provides strategic oversight of the site-selection process for each championship. Browne 
previously served as the New York Knicks’ vice president of marketing. She was then promoted to senior vice 
president of marketing and business operations, marking her as one of the highest-ranking female 
executives in professional sports. 

As a student-athlete at Northwestern, Browne was the Wildcats’ first All-American women’s basketball 
player and set 24 school records, most of which still stand today. 

She currently serves on the DeVos Sport Business Management Program’s Board of Advisors, Beyond Sport’s 
Board of Advisors, as well as the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association Board and the Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame Board of Directors.  She has three children, including a son who currently plays 
lacrosse and a daughter who was a collegiate lacrosse student-athlete.

Anucha Browne 
NCAA Vice President Women’s 
Basketball Championships

Entering her 19th season as Sideline Reporter for Dallas Cowboys games on The Dallas Cowboys Radio 
Network and her 27th season overall as a member of the Dallas Cowboys Radio Network.  Her first 8 years 
on the crew, she served as booth producer before moving to Sideline Reporter for the 1999 season.

During a preseason game in 2002, Kristi became the first female to fill the role of analyst in the booth for an 
NFL radio broadcast. Kristi began her broadcasting career at KVIL Radio in Dallas in 1989 after graduating 
from Texas A&M University with a degree in Speech Communication (magna cum laude).  

Kristi Scales 
Sideline Reporter 
Dallas Cowboys Radio Network

Taj McWilliams-Franklin was named assistant coach for the Dallas Wings in February 2017. 
McWilliams-Franklin is a former WNBA standout who is known as one of the all-time great post players in 
league history with two championships under her belt.  

A six-time WNBA All-Star and two-time WNBA champion, McWilliams-Franklin began her WNBA career in 
1999 as the third selection for the Orlando Miracle, now known as the Connecticut Sun. McWilliams is a 
native of El Paso, Texas, and is currently working on her master’s degree. She and her husband Reginald 
have three daughters.

Taj McWilliams-Franklin
Assistant Coach
Dallas Wings 

Charean Williams has covered the NFL for 24 seasons, including the past 18 for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 
She has appeared regularly on Fox Sports 1, NFL Network and ESPN2's First Take morning show through the 
years. In 2008, she served as an analyst for ESPN's second-day NFL Draft coverage.

Charean has served as a selector for the Pro Football Hall of Fame for 11 years, the first woman with that 
honor. She also was the first woman president of the Pro Football Writers of America, serving a two-year stint 
for the 2009-2010 seasons. She has covered 23 Super Bowls and seven Olympic Games.  Charean is a 1986 
graduate of Texas A&M and in the school's journalism Hall of Honor. 

Charean Williams
Cowboys Beat Writer
Star-Telegram 
Past  President of the Professional Football
Writers of America 
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Alicia Thompson is a former WNBA athlete and current Women’s Final Four Ambassador.  Alicia was recruited 
by Texas Tech while still in high school and became Tech’s 2nd all-time leading rebounder and scorer, 
scoring 2,156 points throughout her college career. During her six-year career in the WNBA, Thompson 
Played for three professional teams. While playing for the Seattle Storm, the team defeated the Connecticut 
Sun winning them the first Championship in 25 years highlighting her career as a professional basketball 
player. Since retiring from the WNBA Thompson has played professional basketball in Spain, Italy, Israel, and 
Turkey. Thompson was inducted into the Texas Tech Athletics Hall of Fame on November 1, 2008.

Alicia Thompson 
Former WNBA Athlete
Women’s Final Four Ambassador



Jody Conradt was nurtured by the small-town, West Texas values of Goldthwaite (pop. 1,345), where her 
childhood revolved around community, family, friends and sports.

Her love was basketball. Her aspirations were to teach. Fortunately she is native to a state which takes pride 
in its passion, independence and can-do attitude. Those traits, along with her graceful, compassionate style, 
Texas-sharp wit and humor, and desire to bring education and sport opportunities to young women, 
advanced Conradt into a visionary leader for women's college basketball and women's sports 
administration.

As only the second woman ever inducted into the Springfield, Mass., Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 1998, Conradt is known as a pioneer, but also a durable, dynamic and ethical leader who gave 
credibility to her sport during 31 years as head coach with the Longhorns. From 1992-2001, Conradt served 
UT in a dual role as basketball coach and women's athletics director. She continues to serve the University 
as a special assistant to women's athletics.

Jody Conradt
Special Assistant, Women’s Sports
Head Women’s Basketball Coach (1976-2007)

Fran Harris has a simple mantra: if you want an amazing life or business, there can be no excuses. Since 
1995, Fran Harris has worked with startups and Fortune 100 companies as a business coach and 
organizational development expert helping companies like Apple, Procter & Gamble, Wells Fargo, and 3M 
create soaring success. 

She’s appeared on The Today Show, Good Morning America, CNN, CNBC, FOX Business and Oprah’s Radio 
Network . She hosted her own TV series, Home Rules, on HGTV, and is currently a play-by-play announcer for 
ESPN's family of networks including SEC Network & Longhorn Network. Fran is a former elite basketball 
player who was an NCAA Champion at The University of Texas at Austin and also a member of the Houston 
Comets' first WNBA Championship team in 1997. 

This summer, she’ll produce and direct a documentary about professional women’s basketball along with 
friend, Texas  Alum, and co-executive producer, Edna Campbell.

LEGENDS OF OUR GAME

For tickets and more information
www.dallasncaawff.com

A National Championship, eight conference championships, two National Coach of the Year honors, a National 
Player of the Year and several All-Americans – these are just a few accomplishments Hall of Fame member 
Sharp achieved in her 24 years at the helm of the Lady Raider basketball program.

Inducted into the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame in 2003, Sharp not only had success on the court but also 
in the classroom. Academics were a priority to Sharp and her staff and the results are there to prove it. Her 
program had a 97 percent graduation rate for student-athletes who had exhausted their four-year eligibility 
at Texas Tech. Sharp’s players have gone on to become doctors, lawyers, physical therapists, teachers, 
coaches and professional athletes, just to name a few. Thanks to her envision, persistence, and her $100,000 
gift, the Marsha Sharp Center for Student-Athletes opened in January 2004. 

Whether it was winning championships, receiving national honors or making sure her student-athletes 
achieved at the highest level on and off the court, Sharp has given it her all at everything she has done, and 
she is why success is a word that will always be associated with Texas Tech.

Marsha Sharp
Head Women’s Basketball Coach 
Texas Tech (1982-2006)

Rare is the coach who embraces the balance of student and athlete like Sherri Coale. Even fewer teams have 
had success while emphasizing the books on the same level as the balls. She meticulously prepares her 
athletes to excel in the classroom and on the hardwood. 

She believes it's important for her student-athletes to give back to the community that supports them. In 
2015, she was named the president of the Kay Yow Cancer Fund.  Coale isn't the only coach in her 
household. Her husband Dane.  The couple has two children, son Colton, 24, and daughter, Chandler, 20. 

Sheri Coale
President Kay Yow Cancer Fund
Head Coach of Oklahoma University

Fran Harris
Business Coach
Former WNBA Athlete
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Fran Harris has a simple mantra: if you want an amazing life or business, there can be no excuses. Since 
1995, Fran Harris has worked with startups and Fortune 100 companies as a business coach and 
organizational development expert helping companies like Apple, Procter & Gamble, Wells Fargo, and 3M 
create soaring success. 

She’s appeared on The Today Show, Good Morning America, CNN, CNBC, FOX Business and Oprah’s Radio 
Network. She hosted her own TV series, Home Rules, on HGTV, and is currently a play-by-play announcer 
for ESPN's family of networks including SEC Network & Longhorn Network. Fran is a former elite basketball 
player who was an NCAA Champion at The University of Texas at Austin and also a member of the Houston 
Comets' first WNBA Championship team in 1997. 

This summer, she’ll produce and direct a documentary about professional women’s basketball along with 
friend, Texas Alum, and co-executive producer, Edna Campbell.

Fran Harris

BRANDING YOUR GAME PLAN 

For tickets and more information
www.dallasncaawff.com

Anucha Browne was selected as the NCAA’s vice president of women’s basketball championships in August 
2012 to set the strategic direction for, and oversee the operation and management of, the Division I, II and III 
women’s basketball championships. She serves as the primary liaison to the women’s basketball 
committees and provides strategic oversight of the site-selection process for each championship. 

As a student-athlete at Northwestern, Browne was the Wildcats’ first All-American women’s basketball 
player and set 24 school records, most of which still stand today. She currently serves on the DeVos Sport 
Business Management Program’s Board of Advisors, Beyond Sport’s Board of Advisors, as well as the 
Women’s Basketball Coaches Association Board and the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame Board of Directors. 

She has three children, including a son who currently plays lacrosse and a daughter who was a collegiate 
lacrosse student-athlete.

Anucha Browne 
NCAA Vice President
Women’s Basketball Championships

Born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Seimone’s parents were both influential in Seimone’s young basketball 
career. Her mom is one of two people who have ever beaten her at HORSE.  Seimone recently competed 
on her third U.S. Olympic Women's Basketball Team, and is now one of 12 USA Basketball women who 
have been a member of three Olympic Teams. Some of her Gold Medals include 2016, 2012 & 2008 
Olympics; 2014 FIBA World Championship; 2008 FIBA Diamond Ball Tournament;, 2007 FIBA Americas 
Championship; 2006 Opals World Challenge; 2005 World University Games; 2003 FIBA World Champion-
ship For Young Women (U21).

Seimone Augustus 
USA Basketball 

Kathy Chaney is EBONY magazine’s print managing editor, and she’s also the president of the National 
Association of Black Journalists – Chicago Chapter and national co-chair of NABJ’s Broadcast Taskforce.

Her work has appeared on WBEZ/Chicago Public Media; WVON-AM/1690; in the Chicago Defender, Chicago 
Tribune; Hyde Park Herald newspapers; and on Reuters and Agence France-Presse news wires.

Kathy has also made numerous appearances on CNN, Headline News, MSNBC , TV One’s NewsOne Now and 
the Roland Martin Show (radio) about various missing persons and homicide cases, among other stories.

Kathy Chaney
Print Managing Editor 
EBONY magazine

Many consider DeDe McGuire the hardest working woman in radio. This talented and vibrant woman on the 
move has been entertaining radio audiences for longer than a decade, in over 30 cities across the United 
States. In 2010, DeDe went from just the co-host of the K104FM Morning Show in Dallas, Texas to signing a 
deal gaining her the top spot at the station, which renamed the show “DeDe in the Morning”.

When DeDe is not on the radio entertaining audiences, she enjoys giving back to the community and doing 
charity work. She also enjoys spending time with her husband Chris Allen and their new family addition, 
Little Dak Prescott Allen. 

DeDe McGuire
Dallas Radio Personality 




